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THE SCHOOL QUESTION
On Tuesday night the Common

Council will hold a special session to

consider the resolution to appropriatesuilkient money for the purchase
of a high school site; this resolution
has already passed the Hoard of Al-'

dermcn, hy a unanimous vote, and it
is to be sincerely hoped that the actionof that body will be concurred
in. The question of location is one

of secondary importance, and the
measure should not be defeated on

that account. The main issue is to

buy a site somewhere and build the
school, so that we will not be dependentupon Washington for high
school facilities. The importance of
free schools canot be overestimated.
Most of us arc inclined to take the
free schools as a matter - of course

without pausing to consider the real
fundamental purpose. The free school
is the plane where all creeds, classes,
conditions and nationalities of humanbeings meet on a common level,
and begin life's race. The free
school puts into effect the immortal
declaration that "All men are born
free and equal;" and to the end that
all men may continue free and equal,
was founded the system of public education.In order for each communitty to perpetuate its equality and

' idenity, it is necessary that the systemof free sHiools be kept up to the
standard set by other eomunities.
It may be true that the schools of
Alexandria are fifty per cent better
than they were a generation ago, but
it may also be true that those surroundingus are a hundred per cent

better, in which case we are not keepingup the required standard. Until
a year ago, the pupils completing me

eighth grade, were as high as our facilitieswould take them, and must

look elsewhere for further education.
Hut with room to carry on and keep
up the high school started last year,
the children of Alexandria will be
able to obtain as good a free school
education as the children of Washington.The high school enrollment is

increasing at the rate of one hundredpupils a year, and the

problem that confronts the school
hoard, with every available room

crowded, is what to do with the increasenext session. The solution
rests with the City Council.

THE GOVERNOR'S STAI'K
The Governor's staff is one of those

(juestions which the newspapers with
a cultivated sense of humor seem to

be unable to treat seriously. The
Newport News Times-Herald, however,lays aside its weapons of wit
for once to make a strong plea for

this portion of the gubernatorial establishment,.'Although Alexandria
has-not had a colonel on the staff for

many years and there is little prospectof our being so honored wc cannothelp agreeing with our contemporary,who writes as follows:

|
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The Governor haspiany social factionsto perform and he cannot acceptevery invitation that he receives.
But when not present oji occasions
here and there he has a personal representativeon the ground, a man of
culture and good manners to representhim and do ^Jjc honors. Frequentlythere are functions at the
. »* i- n:.i ~vwl
Executive mansion m mcuuiuuu,

where the presence of members of the
staff is indispensable.
You may call this "fuss and feathers"if you like, but life woiild be

very stale and stupid, without its
social functions.
But that is not all to be said in favorof the Governor's staff. The membersare his personal friends and are

in position to keep him advised as to

what is goin^ on in various parts of
the State; what the people are sayinjrand what movements there may
be in the interest of progress and the

public welfare. Through them he

keeps in touch with all the people
whom he represents, and that must be
a tfrcat help and comfort to a man in <

public life.
What harm can there be in such an

adjunct? It costs the state nothing; j
it aids the Governor and it helps to

foster the spirit of chivalry in the
Old Dominion.
The prejudice against the staff

seems to be in the title of the members
Abolish the "colonel" if you will, iVfr.
General Assembly, but save the staff.
There is a lot of good sense in the

above view. The compromise bill beforethe Legislature now provides for
the retention of one half of the staff,
as now constituted, with the other
half from the military of the state.
"Abolish the colonels if you will,"

suggests our contemporary, but keep
the staff. The compromise bill does
not abolish the military title, however,
and it is to this that the military of
the State object. In all official functionsthese worthy gentlemen, some

of whom have had no military trainingor experience, outrank officers of
the military who have been for years
devoting their time to the service.
To give up the rank of colonel and

the gold braid would cut a good deal
of eclat out of the position, but it
would be an eminently sensible solutionof the question.
There would be equally as much

real honor in being an aide to the
Governor without a deceptive title

and it would place a value on real
military titles in the State that they
should honorably possess and do not

now enjoy.
Such an arrangement would not

only retain the. Governor the social J
and advisory advantages he now enjoysin the possession of a staff, but
it would bring him into closer and '

more cordial relations with the military,of which, by virturc of his office,he is the commander-in-chief.
£ * £ £ if £ £

CM ESTEKKIEM)\S AITEAI.
The Chesterfield delegation, before 1

the Senate Committee 011 Public Instructionlast evening appealed to

the Legislature to take up the matter
1

of investigating the methods of the
(

State Department on Public Instruction.
They charge gross negligence and

r fl,. nnrwliiet nf the '
I U VU1 I l/l All I III wiv w..MMv. J
schools in that county, ami, exhaustingevery avenue.through tjic super-
intendent to the Board of Education
on up to the Governor.they appealedto the Legislature. It was understoodin the beginning that the departmentwas not averse to the inquiry,
and Mr. Eggleston was quoted as sayinghe courted an investigation, but
he was challenged before the committeelast night to make his attitude
known, and kept silent, leaving the
natural conclusion that he is opposed
to having the affairs of his depart-
merit looked into.
The committc has a grave responsibilityin disposing of this question,

and to disregard the appeal of Chesterfieldfor an investigation of their
complaint, when they have exhausted
every other means of redress, would
be a slap in the face that would be
resented the State over.

The matter is being watched in

many counties in the State, and to

have them to believe that they have
no redress for irregularities in the
State school department would createwide spread dissatisfaction.

Mr. Eggleston should not only be

willing, but eager to clear up these
charges.

SWANSOX'S 1NTEUSESSION
Through Senator Swanson, of Virginia.the aged mother of Mattie Lomax,the condemned murderess, yesterdaymade a plea for Executive

clemency. A few days ago the Senatorcalled at the White House and told
the President yhat he thinks of the
case. He says it would be a misfortuneif the Lonuix woman is hanged
or even if she is compelled to die in

prison.
' I know something about this case"

said the Virginia senator." The moth.cr of Mattie Lomax is the 'black mammy'of the Edmond family in Halifax

t county, Virginia. She is one of those
. line old colored women of the South
.
who is erspected and even loved bv

. | the white people as well as by the

. j people of her own race.

"The Edmonds and other prominent'
people in that section have been wire-

ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE SATUF
UJWBWWW>>il.lllWlln m muwi

ing and writing to me to try to save |
Mgttie Lomax, and we have been do-

ipg all we can. I have investigated |
th? case fully. This popr girl came

to Washington to hunt work. Lomax,'
brute at heart and by nature ruined j

Jier life.
<4If Mattie had been in the south

arid had killed Lomax, no southern
jury would ever have convicted her

o A rir\ eruifV*ov_n inrlfrn
UX 1UU1UC1. **vr awv*v«tV4.«

would ever have imposed more than a;
few years sentence in prison. Manyi
juries would have acquitted her for;
killing this mqnwho had caused her as

much suffering as he did.
The above shows that respect andj

sympathy for Mblack mammies" on the
part of representatives of the south!
ern people are not extinct notwith-;
standing all white people suffered beforeand after the civil war from!
fierce abolisticity.

o

QUESTIONS AM) ANSWERS. j
Was anyone ever killed in Alexan-j

Jria by an explosion? !

VETERAN*.

There was no one Killed by the cx-i
llosion you refer to. A government;
steamer, carrying amunition. took!
ire one night during the last year of
he civil war when near Fort Wash-;
ngton. The crew and soldiers who
vere aboard look to the boats and
eaochcd shore before the explosion
.ook place. The shock of the explo-j
>ion caused some excitement in this

dty.
The New World" which burned a. I

ihort distance north of Fishtown dur-j |
qg the latter part of the war, wasj
i huge barge. It was the hull ofj
ivhal had been intended as the queen
jf the Hudson river, but the boat
proved a failure, as it never attained j
he speed expected by her owners, j
The engines and boilers were subse-j
luently rinovd and the hull convert-',
3d into a barge. It was employed by
he government at the time of thejj
lire.
The explosion of the magazines oT:,

Fort Lyon, overlooking Alexandria. L
3U the hills in Fairfax county, took j
)|ace the previous year. This was'

r

he greatest shock Alexandria everj-
received up 10 the time or me earin-|j
juake, August 31. 1SSG. N

c
i,

'ulored Ueprcsentptivc in Legislature
Did u colored mau ever represent,

Uexandria in the Slate Legislature?;.
POLITICIAN*.

George L. Sealon. colored, did!'
;erve one term as delegate from Alex-j j
indria city and county in the Legis- j
ature. lie was elected in 1S69 with _

i \vliite man named James T. Close
ts his colleague. The latter died.'

shortly after the election, and the'!
democrats, having gained material
strength in the meantime, elected!
ilouben Johnson of this city instead j
>f Robert Armstrong, the republican |
tominee. Reuben Johnson and (Jeo. j
j. Scaton died the same year.ISSt. i
John A. Scaton. brother of George.

,vho was of herculean statue, died a
^

ew years ago. He never was a ntctn-

ter of the Legislature. He represent-j
id th Fourth ward in ilie uoaru 01 j
Mdcrmcn during the oarlv seventies,!
it which time he was a Capitol i>o-!
iceman in Washington. He was later
ivatchman at one of t he skyscraper j1
nsurance buildings in New York. !/

.

DIDN'T TRUST HIS LAWYER!
Shrewd Client Paid Fee in Advance to

Learn If He Had Reasonable
Chance of Winning.

It was iold at luncheon at ilie Law-!
yers' cltth tlie day before the Kqnit-
able building burned down. A group
of legal luminaries were gathered
about a table discussing the apparent
impossibility of insuring the honesty
of any man, and It was contended that
there was no remedy for it save toj*
pick out 3*our man and trust, him ah-'
soliitely. No matter what safeguards
you might hedge hint about with, if
be was dishonest tie would contrive '

to cheat, somehow. One of the law- i
vers told this story to emphasize his
point:
A client went irr.o a lawyers onme

In Fulton street and said that lie had
a grievance with his neighbor and
wanted to go to law. He slated alt
the circumstances of the case and
counsel listened attentively. The case

fully stated, tbe client asked:.
"Well, those are the facts. Do you

think I'm in the right, safe enough to

win if I go to law with hint?"
"It the facts are as stated you certainlyhave got a case. If I were in

your case I should begin suit," answeredthe lawyer.
"And how much would your fee bo

for taking the case and pushing It
clear through?"
"Oh. I'll see it through for you for

ft hundred dollars."
The shrewd client produced from an

inside pocket a well worn wallet, from |
which he extracted a roll of bills and j
peeled off one hundred dollars.
"There," said he, "that's yours. It's

your fee. That's all you'd get if you
tried the case. Now. without doing
any work on it at all, just tell me,
honestly, whether I've any chance of
winning the case."

How to cure a cold is a question'
1u which rnauy are- interested just
now. Chamberlain's Cough Remedy:
has won its great reputation and immensesale by its remarkable cure of
colds. U can always be repetideU,
upou. For sale by ty. F r"igh'un|
and Richard Gibson.
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rosenfeld)
518-20 King Street. I
W T - * %
Window |

Shades |made to order. £

Any Size, Color or |
Quality. £
Estimates Cheerfully |
Given. ;sj
Give us a trial. b

nnnriirri n I
rartLui
518-20 King St. |
WlPJooMSon

Grocers

A L E X AND R 1 A-VA.

ooudonn Co. Koll Itullur, pound, ."<k:

L'bree Large Caos Ton:aloes - - ">()u

Dbroe Cans Corn 'Joe
Ph-or. fVnq Puis ...... O",,.

jour Cans .String .Beans - - - 25c
CLree Cans Sour Kraut - - 25c:
LVo Cans Table Teaches - 25c

fancy Seeded Raisins, pound, - ]0c

Sweet Cider, gallon 2t><mm.

p. polls and Son.
Royal and Wolfe Streets.

Seasonable boobs
at

Reduced Prices.
Ilcinl/. Mince-meat makes (b in ions

'ies, per pound ]5c

Mother's Gelatine one of the be? t

jackages 2ne.

Large Meaty Prunes put up in one

iu<J two pound cartoons per pound Inc.

TURKEYS,
Krusli lot every Friday from Midland,,

>rdcr early please.

ESWARDPI 8 SONS,
J'ure Fond and 1'ea Store.

St. Asaohartd Oronoco Si:

SNm. H. Peck
PAYNE AND yUEEN STREETS.

'«. XIo.ili! <nt<l I'l-nt/iuiMllC Kifill ?
JTUUUI llltaio (IIIVJ a »-/y .and

Feed, Nails, Class, e!r.

Calltad lot of Wood, Coal, I.itne,
Jcmeiit, i'laster, Kouling and Teira

iy'otta Sewer I.'ip»*.
Either Phone 19?.

I Delicious Cake I
Orange Cake, Silver Cakes, g

Cream Sponge. All kind-* "f 0
Paatrys. Cbatlolle Llusse «il! In*. jg
delivered fresh, also Ice Cream, k

H. B 1 O C h . I
Itilo King Street.

f3otb Phones!

You are probably aware that piieutuoniaalways results from a old. bill
you never heard of a cold result in;; in
pneumonia when Chamberlain's
Cough Remedy was used. Why take
he risk when litis remedy may he had
for a trifle? For sale by W. F.
Creighton and Richard Gibson.

$
It has been cold and then sonu . hut

a better day is coining, and todivss iu

meet the bappy orcasiuu and for comfort,a pair of the Red Cro.-s ^how,
sold bv Mar;L>2!!. is ?=<reu!ia!.

>

\

No More
Colds

It is a big satisfaction |
to leel safe. It is a big
satisfaction to be free.
It is a big satisfaction
to know that you can

be both safe and free
from colds.

<

QUYBON
giveyouthe result you
want. 1
QUYBON accomplish ;
quick results. They j
are a scientific cold !

and grippe cure.

t S. Heater & Sees i
J

DRUGGISTS
FAIRFAX AND RING STREETS
ALEXANDRIA .... VIRGINIA
ESTABLISHED H'JJ:.

A CONSCIENTIOUS JOB

of plumbing is best assured by a detailed
specification. <

We will give you such a specification,
billow your in- '

si ructions close-
ly and u-»e high i - i

grade fixtures, . j f~
'

the 'Standard" |
make. L ~i '

~ a.Wf~~.~L <
Plan

|

your j
^ ^

you ran tret rite / ; !
_1. f

most .s::tista*:ior>* V 1

>
-r

J.C. GATES
1 ] 1 South Pitt Street.

r

If you waul (Ijc !>es!, that will stand j
lli«! IosI., at vvot.li or re st, Imv your foolvvcar

at John A . Marshall «V f!ro.
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SAMUEL H. LUNT, Auctioneer
TRUSTEES' SALE OF HOUSE AND

LOT, Alexandria, "

a.

By virtuiv oi authority vested in me

by a certain deed of trust,dated July_o,
IS) 10 and recorded in deed book oJ,
page 5o2, a Land Record, of Alexan- "

tlria. Virginia, wherein Henry H. Waringconveyed certain lots of ground ]
and improvements to the undersigned
trustee to secure the payment of certainnotes therein set forth, default
having been made in the payment of j
the notes therein secured, on the requestof the holder of the said notes, J
1 will offer for sale at public auction, ,

at the entrance of the Market Building,on Royal street, Alexandria, Vir- (
ginia. Saturday, February 2J, 11)12, r

at 12 o'clock M., all of said property
described as follows in said trust deed: 1

1. All that certain lot of ground, ,

.-.i- .,nd other imnrove- *
Willi U1C "WUUII.ho

rnent.s thereon, and all appurtenances C
thereunto belonging or in any way ap- ^

pertaining, situated on the west side
:»f Columbus street, l)ctwecn Wilkes i
;ind Gibbons streets, Alexandria, Vir- .

rinia, and described as follows: Be- *

ginning on the west side of Columbus
street, 10 feet south of Wilkes street, J
running thence west parallel with
Wilkes street, 117 feet (J inches to
;in alley II feet 10 inches wide, thence
south on said alley 20 feeot: therce
cast parallel with Wilkes street, 117
Ft. <> in. to Columbus St. ar.d then re
north on Columbus St. 20 l't. to the t

place of beginning, with the use of said
alley in coinon with others entitled t
thereto, references to said deed i.< j
made for description This house and ,

ifit is sold subject to a trust of $.700.00.;
Terms of sale, cash, transfer at the

cost of purchaser. : 1

BOBLKY I ). BRUMBACK
2-lo-10d. Trustee.

SPECIAL NOTICES

THE ;iiiiiit:il merlin;; ol' the stork
holders oftlic Woodloy A |>:irtmen

House Company will lie hold at the!
oilier of (.iardiier I.. Bootlic, esip, Alex- 1

uulria National Bank Biiikliuir. Alex- i
uniria. Va., on Monday, February -<>. j
lhlU. at - o'clock p. ui

B. \V. I'A B K KK. Secretary.
I'rl»r:tdj

rTMlK annual uicetin;; of the stork- (
1 ladders ol the 1'arkwood Apart s

inent llou-e Company, incorporated kwilllie held at the olliee of CiardtierL. S

Ion the. e-i|.. Alexandria National Bank s

Building. Alexandria. Virginia, on

Monday. February i!M-,at -.1"> o'clock k

p. in.
B. W. BARI\ Fit. .Seerotary.

I'elilJ td
J

]
1

I'M IK annual meeting ot the stork-
holders of tin- Airy View Apart- '

uieiii House Company, incorporated, »

will lie held al the oilier of Gardner I.. ]
BooLhr. esij.. Alexandria National Bank
It11iIditijc. Alexandria. Va.. on Monday, ^
February I!>I'J. al o'eloek p. ni. '

B. \V. I'A KK Fit. Secretary.
febl.'ld j

Now in our mind's eye wo can al-1
iiUhI see lIk: blue bird and hear him |
.-.iij£, we kllo'.Y tlr.it a pair of Regal, H
Hess or Broeton-f'o-< tpe.rativ'e Shoos, j i

sold by i\Iarsb:til. will be the tiling for!
.spring.

Is The 1
To Buy.

4 s

u nave oeen imu

sat you shoukl buy
2 you want to build

the Place t
te anywhere you w
the lowest figure |
emaining building
1 they are few, in a

;o the headquarter
Ian," where you
i few remaining ioi
le, in

new section open*
ixteen iots sold ii
ady, so you need to
ant a choice site,
pring- rush begins.

vCr-Schneider
612 KING STREET

SWffl Bros:
King and Pitt Streets

Men's Dress Requirements
In our Men's Departmentwill be found a completeline of the proper

men's requirements for
Jay and evening dress,
rhe newest and best, will
ae found, strictly in accordincewith the "HaberiasherDress Chart"
which is the recognized
luthority on men's dress
ipparel.

Men's White Dress
Shirts

The Monarch with cuffs attach2(1 or

ietachcd, each $1.U0
The Cluett or Arrow, with cuffs atachedeach $1.5(1
The Manhattan, Cuffs detached,

iach $1.50
The Manhattan. Cuffs attached,

inch $2.no

Men's Evening Vests
Men's white Evening Vests, "Tim

tcska Make," each jo

Men's Dress Gloves.
Ydicr's white kid Cloves pair $1.50
Ydlcr's tan walking Gloves p;iir $1.50
Vdler's gray suede Gloves pair $1.50
"ownes tau walking Gloves pair $2.on

Men's Plaited Jewelry.
]uff Buttons pair 25c, 50c, 75c, $l.l>u.
jhirt Studs plated and white pearl,
et 25c and 50c
jcarl Pins, each 25c, 50c, 75c and $1.1)0.
?carf holders each 10c, 15c, 25c and 50c

Yrrow Collars. 2 for 25c.
Yrrow Cuffs, 2 for 25c
E. A W, Culls, (all linen, i pair 25c
A'liite Dress Ties each 15c. 25c and 50c;
l.isle Hosiery pair 25c and 50c
Silk Hosiery pair 50c. 75c and SI.00
Handkerchiefs each 10c, 15c, 25c, 55c,

md 50c

.S'ightjKobes each 50c. 75c. $1.00, $1.50
I'iiianias. $1,011, $1.50, $2.00, $2.50
IDd

Swan Bros.
/
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